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The next Steel Tigers Reun-
ion will be held at El Paso, 

Texas and nearby Fort Bliss, 
in October 2006. Our         

reunion coordinator is CSM 
(USA RET) Joe D. Offutt.  
He will be assisted by the    

capable Jean Offutt, who is a 
Public Information Officer 

at Fort Bliss.     

The 2004 Steel Tigers 77th Armor Association 
Reunion was held in Louisville, Kentucky and at 
nearby Fort Knox in July.  As always, the reunion 
provided an opportunity to catch up with friends, 
old and new, and to meet new people.  Although 
Task Force (TF) 1-77 Armor is currently de-
ployed in Iraq, we were honored to host three 
active duty members of the Battalion.  CPT Mike 
Panaro, SFC Daniel Gonci, and SSG Ryan 
Allman were able to join us for the reunion fes-
tivities and briefed us on Battalion operations in 
Iraq and rear detachment operations and SSG 
Allman provided a glimpse into the life of a sol-
dier in TF 1-77 AR.  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reunion Coordinator James “Sparky” Stafford 
pulled out all the stops arranging for reunion go-
ers to experience tank simulators and weapons 
training at Fort Knox.  A few men were surprised 
to see their wives and daughters eagerly trying 
their hands at firing M16A2 rifles, M249 Squad 
Automatic Weapons, and M240B machine guns.  
On game night at Slugger Field, the Louisville 
Bats invited SSG Allman and Gerry Dubois to 
throw the first ball of the game (and it must have 
brought the team luck since the Bats won!). Other 
reunion highlights included dinner and dancing 
on the Belle of Louisville and of course, who 
could forget the Banquet with a surprise visit 
from Elvis, the Blues Brothers, and Rod Stewart! 
To see pictures of the 2004 Reunion, visit 
www.steeltigers.org/gallery.php. 

Kevin Dunne with his family outside the 
simulator building at Fort Knox 

The first reunion for 77th Armor Association 
was held in July 2000.  There was another in 
2001.  Both were in Louisville, Kentucky.  I 
didn’t attend either of those.  The next was in 
2003 in Colorado Springs.  I could hardly not 
attend since it was just 60 miles South of 
where I live. 
 
I gotta tell ya, I was pretty anxious about what 
it was going to be like. 
 
I was first contacted by Patricia Johnson in 
May 2000.  She was helping Tom Rosser lo-
cate some Army buddies from his time in 
Vietnam with the 1/77th Armor.  I was dazed 
by the phone conversation with Patricia.  So 
many names and faces and events from so 
long ago.  I hadn’t maintained any contact 
with anyone from my Army days.  Patricia 
was great, but I was still stunned.  For some 
strange reason, I felt like everyone but me was 
going to have clear, accurate memories from 
thirty-plus years ago.  That worry was put to 
rest within the first hour of my first reunion. 
 
Did I really want to reassemble those memo-
ries from so long ago?  I was in the midst of 
an ugly divorce.  I was an emotional basket 
case, anyway.  Was this old Army stuff just 

going to make matters worse?  That and the 
cost of traveling are why I didn’t attend reun-
ions #1 and #2.  I wish I had, but maybe I just 
wasn’t ready.  Who knows?  I did attend reun-
ion #3 and I’m glad I did. 
 
I walked in and saw a bunch of geezers wear-
ing name badges and 77th Armor caps and 
shirts.  I stood there and shouted, “Who the 
hell are you people and what did you do with 
the guys I was in Vietnam with?”  Not really, 
but the thought crossed my mind.  Everyone 
was gracious.  To my delight, I discovered 
everyone’s memory was just as fuzzy as mine.  

(Continued on page 8) 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH TOM MILLER  
 
Good morning, Tom. Please tell us a little about yourself. 
My name is Tom Miller and I'm a tanker.  I served on HQ 66.  That's enough. 
 
A little more, please.   
I was commissioned through the Reserve Office Training Corps (ROTC) Program in 1953, 
just weeks before the end of the Korean War. Let's just say that I went to all the Army 
schools that were appropriate for Armor officers, up through the Army War College. I 
qualified on every weapon in a tank or armored cavalry unit and I lived for field training 
and maneuvers. My assignments were spread over troop commands starting with tank and 
armored cavalry platoons and working up to an armored cavalry squadron in Germany and 
a tank battalion in Vietnam. Demilitarized Zones seem to be my specialty, as I served there 
in Vietnam and Korea, and in the inter-zonal boundary in Germany. 
 
Were all your assignments with troops? 
No one is that fortunate. My staff jobs were mostly in operations positions, but included 
maintenance, intelligence, communications, and training.  Lots of training. Staff positions 
included duty with the Armor School, Army Reserve, ROTC, Army National Guard, U.S. 
Marine Corps, German Army, and the Department of Army. I spent much of my career 
with American citizen soldiers; they taught me things different from the professional sol-
dier. Finally, in 1984, the Army decided I was too old, and told me to go home after 30 
years, 7 months and 19 days. 
 
What was your most interesting assignment? 
Without doubt, command of the 1/77th Armor in combat. Never have I been privileged to 
work with a better-trained unit, or to lead a more dedicated organization of real American 
soldiers. 
 
Can you think of something fun or dumb that you did in Vietnam? 
Yes, probably the least fun and most dumb thing I did in Vietnam was the day I agreed to 
get out of the Brigade Deputy Commander's perfectly good helicopter and wait by myself 
for part of our Scout Platoon to come pick me up. We had been flying close to Wunder 
Beach and had just seen someone armed with an AK-47 run away from a small cooking 
fire. We lost him in some small bushes where a village used to be. I only had my .45 cal. 
pistol and it was already dusk when they dropped me off. Let me tell you, I felt mighty 
alone out there for about 30 minutes until that bunch of Scouts arrived. We found a few 
pieces of uniforms, equipment, and a little ammo but we never found that man or any of his 
buddies. I was just glad they didn't look for me while I was walking up and down the 
beach. 
 
Where do you think our 77th Armor Association stands today? 
We are on the brink of becoming a self sustaining organization with a long future. The 
credit for this goes to our early leaders. I almost hesitate to mention any names because 
there are too many to list. We started with the efforts of Tom Rosser and Peach. Without 
them, we would never have existed. Over the years, we have been held together by hard 
work and long hours put in by Jerry Brown, Bruce Goldsmith, Chuck Winslow, Jim Spiller 
and the principal organizer of our last and best yet reunion, Jim Stafford. We really could 
list every volunteer for any position, and we must include our most faithful members who 
have attended every reunion. That comes up to about forty hardcore members. I give them 
the credit, and thank them and all the rest I didn't single out. 

 
How about our last reunion, was it fun?  
I believe everyone present thought so. We had plenty of 
time to talk about old times, comrades gone and those 
we still need to find, and to look toward improving for 
the future. We really enjoyed the companionship, sto-
ries, and information the three guys from the active 
1/77 Armor brought us from Iraq and the rear base in 
Schweinfurt, Germany. They made us feel like we still 
had purpose. We were honored by their presence. 
 

Questions, suggestions, article  
submissions, and requests can be made 

by contacting: 
 

Chuck Winslow, Newsletter Publisher, at 
cwin@affirmative.net 

 
or  

 
Nicole Dubois, Newsletter Editor, at 

nicoleydubois@yahoo.com HQ66 Crew in front of a          
M48 Tank 
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The Steel Tigers Yahoo Group is an 
informal way to keep in touch with  
others in the Steel Tigers family. This 
email group is open to all of the valiant  
tankers from the 77th Armor Regiment 
who served so willingly and bravely in 
WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Kosovo, and 
who continue to serve in Iraq. Any 
MOS that served or serves with the 
77th may join. The group is also open 
to the family of those who served or 
serve in the 77th. 
 

To join go to:  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/

steeltigers/ 

We also had opportunities to have hands on fun and games, both with the driver simulators 
and the gunnery simulators. I noticed that most of the family members took part in the fun. 
Of course, we ate too much, but it was all good, including the BBQ picnic and the Ohio 
River Boat Cruise/Dinner. And that band! That was a super topping to end the party! 
Thank you, Jocko!  
 
Back to Vietnam, what were the orders from on high while you were there? 
There were a couple of things that were not necessarily visible to the trooper on the ground. 
One was the decision that the casualties in Vietnam would be reduced to no more than two 
hundred a week. Now, I'm not for having casualties in any number but what that meant 
was we might have the bad guys surrounded and pinned down, really pounding them, but if 
the casualty count was getting up early in the week, we might be ordered to break contact 
and return to our bases. That's just dumb; we ended up being shot at by those same bad 
guys a week later. 
  
Another might just have been my desire to lead the 
Battalion on the more daring missions. Many of you 
went on Operation Remagan, the first return to Khe 
Sahn after the Marines left. The battalion was on other 
similar task force operations, but never again under 
our own command. When we went west again with a 
large force, it was always under the command of the 
Deputy Brigade Commander. In my opinion, as a 
ground infantryman, he didn't know all that we tankers 
could and should have been doing out there. The tanks 
were moved around too slow, and returned to the same 
places too often. There was too much looking and not 
enough recon by fire. I thought it unnecessarily cost 
too many men and tanks. But that's just my opinion 
and I understand others may think differently. 
 
What are some of your plans for the Association? 
First, we need to do those things necessary to become a viable organization.  We need to 
increase our due paying membership and learn how to control where and how we spend our 
money. We also have to improve the services we offer and increase interest among the 77th 
Armor base from which our members come. 
 
CSM Joe Offutt is working now to make the 2006 reunion in El Paso/Fort Bliss the best 
yet. For the off year in 2005, we are going to offer opportunities for smaller groups to 
meet. There will be more said about these activities later. We are checking into alternate 
funding sources so we can offer more services and have more fun, all without increasing 
our dues. We are also seeking ways to better serve both us older veterans from times 
passed, and future 77th Armor Association members now fighting in Iraq. That's just a 
start. It's going to be a busy two years. 
 
What is the most important thought you want to leave in closing. 
That's easy. It is an honor having been selected to lead this great group of men into the fu-
ture. I pledge you will get the very best I have to offer. You are now my priority. I know 
that I cannot do this alone, but you have selected a slate of Association Officers and Execu-
tive Committee members who will also work their best. And, they will make sure that I 
stay on the straight and narrow path to the future greatness of our Association. Together, 
we will succeed.  
 
In closing, I ask every one of you, officer, member, prospect, to help by giving us your 
suggestions on how to solidify the ranks, improve the product and reach for the stars. 
Every suggestion will be welcomed and considered. Please, phone, mail, or e-mail me. 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to express myself today. 
 

* * * 
Tom Miller can be reached by email at tamillerjr@juno.com or by telephone at (703) 
476-1798.  Please send correspondence care of the Steel Tigers 77th Armor Associa-
tion. 

Operation Remegan. Vehicles of 
the 1/77th on QL-9 closing on the 
Khe Sahn area. Photo by Kevin 

Dunne April 1969.  

Medals awarded while in active service 
are issued by the individual military 
services if  requested by veterans or by 
the next of kin of deceased veterans.  
Army veterans need to send requests 
through the National Personnel Records 
Center (NPRC) for verification of 
awards and the NPRC will  forward the 
request to the appropriate service      
department for issuance. Requests for  
replacement of medals should be     
submitted on Standard Form 180, 
“Requests Pertaining to Military       
Records.” Forms can be obtained from 
your County Veteran’s Service office 
by calling   1-800-827-1000 or online 
at:  
 

www.vba.va.gov/pubs/
otherforms.htm.  

REPLACEMENT OF     
MEDALS 
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STANDING ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS 
Greetings fellow Steel Tigers.  I would 
like to extend my warmest regards to all 
members of the Steel Tigers and their 
families from Schweinfurt, Germany, the 
current home of the 1st Battalion, 77th 
Armor Regiment. On behalf of SFC 
Gonci, SSG Allman, and myself, I would 
also like to express our gratitude for the 
wonderful weekend we shared with you 
in Louisville this past July.  We were 
unbelievably touched by your generosity, 
your camaraderie, and your acceptance of 
the three of us, as well as your interest in 
supporting the current Steel Tigers. I feel 
that we met family during the reunion. 
 
Although your pride in us was evident, I 
do not think we ever properly expressed 
how proud we are of you.  After meeting 
a small number of our regiment’s veter-
ans, I know that the soldiers currently 
serving in our battalion are standing on 
the shoulders of giants.  We will continue 
to stand firm and continue the lineage of 
which we are all so proud. 

 
I know that America is a better place be-
cause of the soldiers of your generation.  
This year, we saw an airport full of 
strangers applaud SSG Allman when it 
was announced that he was injured in 
Iraq and that it would take him a moment 
to board the aircraft.  We saw United Air-
lines upgrade a soldier to business class 
because he was wearing his DCUs and 
returning to duty in Iraq.  When I think 
about what Vietnam veterans endured 
when they returned home, it saddens me, 

but I also know that the support we now 
enjoy comes from the fact that veterans 
and soldiers like you refuse to allow us to 
be treated so poorly.  Please know that 
we are grateful. 
 
I would also like to encourage the current 
members of the Steel Tigers to reach out 
to the veterans of the regiment.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to forge bonds 
with the soldiers that served before us.  
Numerous gentlemen would like to get in 
touch with soldiers that are currently 
serving and some would like an opportu-
nity to communicate with soldiers that are 
doing the same thing they did in Vietnam, 
for example, the loader on A35, the gun-
ner on C66, and so on and so forth.  The 
77th Armor Association is also a great 
way to keep in touch with those brothers 
that are currently on your left and right.  I 
would encourage all of us to take advan-
tage of it. 

 
CPT Mike Panaro 

SFC Gonci, SSG Allman and CPT Panaro 
at the 2004 Reunion Banquet 

When my parents and I arrived at our first 
Steel Tigers Reunion in 2002, we were a 
bit unsure what to expect. My mom and I 
had some rather vague notions of sightsee-
ing in and around Louisville while we left 
my father to fend for himself among the 
other “old guys.” Although we were grate-
ful Patricia Johnson (“Peach”) had located 
my father, we were a little hesitant about 
spending an entire week with my dad’s 
Army buddies.   
 
To fully understand our uncertainty, you 
have to understand that prior to Peach’s 
call my dad never mentioned his time in the 
Army or in Vietnam. It was not that he was 
bitter or angry, quite the contrary, he just 
did not talk about it and did not want to talk 
about it. The answer to any questions that 
were asked was usually a calm but final – 
“I don’t really remember. It happened a 
long time ago.”   
 
After Peach located my dad, there were 
some difficult and amazing months. There 
had always been questions about his time 
in Vietnam – especially those last few days 

– which remained unanswered. He had 
never pursued answers or had any wish to 
reconnect to those with whom he served, 
but the phone calls and emails started the 
ball rolling. Memories long forgotten filled 
the first few months after Peach’s call; 
some of them were hilarious, some disturb-
ing, and some are bittersweet in the know-
ing. We were thankful that Peach had not 
let my dad hang up, and that in her wonder-
ful and calming way, she opened the door.   
 
But a reunion? The reunion was not a pros-
pect about which we were enthusiastic. We 
were positive it would be dreadfully boring 
and uncomfortable but, being a supportive 
(and nosey) family, we went when my dad 
said he wanted to go. So imagine our sur-
prise when we walked into a slide show 
and someone called out “Dubois!?”  (in a 
style only the Army can teach) and my dad 
actually sat up straighter. Who was this 
Sparky fellow and why was he so excited 
to see my father?   
 
Of course, that was just the first of many 
Twilight Zonesque moments.  I learned that 

my dad helped steal an outhouse and that 
he was a smart-ass back then too.  I heard 
stories about illegal drinking, spiked 
“soda,” the terrors of elephant grass, 
“wonderful” Wunder Beach, and so many 
more.  I heard stories I would have paid to 
hear when I was a teenager; breaking cur-
few would have been a walk in the park 
with that type of ammunition! 
 
There were also more serious moments.  
We asked about what happened on January 
15, 1969 and those who were there gra-
ciously shared very painful and very emo-
tional memories. Learning how that event 
had affected so many others was a power-
ful message about the connectivity of life.  
The reunion gave us an opportunity to 
mourn and celebrate together.    
 
Although our first reunion will probably 
remain our most emotional reunion, each 
one has been a precious and wonderful 
experience. They are a time for my father, 
and now my mom and me, to reunite with 
friends, to catch up with their families, and 

(Continued on page 8) 

A FAMILY’S REUNION ANXIETY 
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FALLEN HEROES 
 

They shall not grow old, as we that 
are left grow old. Age shall not weary 
them, nor the years condemn. At the 

going down of the sun, and in the 
morning, we will remember them. 

 
Army SPC Edgar P. Daclan Jr. 24, of      
Cypress, California was killed September 
10, 2004, by an explosive device as his pa-
trol was responding to indirect fire near 
Balad, Iraq. Spc. Daclan was assigned to the 
1st Battalion, 18th Infantry, 1st Infantry 
Division, based in Schweinfurt, Germany.   
 
SPC Gregory A. Cox, 21, of Carmichaels, 
Pennsylvania died September 27, 2004 in 
Balad, Iraq, when his military vehicle was 
unintentionally run off the road by a civilian 
vehicle causing it to rollover.  Cox was as-
signed to 1st Battalion, 77th Armor Regi-
ment, 1st Infantry Division, Schweinfurt, 
Germany. 
 
SFC Joselito O. Villanueva, 36, of Los 
Angeles, California died September 27, 
2004 in Balad, Iraq, when he was at an ob-
servation post and was shot by a sniper.  
Villanueva was assigned to the 9th Engineer 
Battalion, 1st Infantry Division, Schwein-
furt, Germany. 
 
 

 
We lost a Brother. It matters not what the 
rank, he was a Brother soldier, and he was 
working with our own 77th Tank Battalion. 
It matters not that he was an infantryman, he 
was one of ours. It matters not that he 
served in a war different from our war, he 
served on behalf of all of us. Nothing else 
matters. He was one of our own, and now he 
is gone and today and tomorrows to come, 
we will grieve for him. 
 
In no way can we miss him as will his fam-
ily and loved ones. But, we will indeed miss 
him, for he was our Brother. He was where 
we would have been were we only 35 years 
younger. He could have been our blood 
brother, or son or nephew. Please join us in 
asking the Power you hold most high to 
grant our Brother eternal rest, and to bring 
peace to his beloved family. 
 
Tom Miller 

A MESSAGE FROM THE  
BATALLION COMMANDER  

 
July 11, 2004 
 
To my fellow Steel Tigers, 
 
Every day soldiers of your Regiment follow proudly 
in the footsteps of the heroes that have gone before 
them, namely you here today.  It is eerie how much 
our mission resembles that of what you did in Viet-
nam – convoy security and route clearance, counter 
rocket patrols, search and destroy missions in the 
jungle like terrain around Balad and LSA Anaconda.  
The Battalion is split up into pieces as well, A Com-

pany working in Tikrit with TF 1-18 Infantry, tanks from B Company through-
out Salah Ad Din supporting the Brigade wherever needed just as you all did in 
Vietnam.   
 
I could not be prouder of the soldiers here who suffer through 130 degree heat 
and unseen attackers who prefer to take us on with mines and improvised ex-
plosive devices, remote fired rockets and mortars.  We are in contact daily and 
yet the Steel Tigers take the fight to the enemy with late night raids that catch 
the vermin in their beds. To date, we have captured or killed more than 400, 
but war is not without its price.   
 
SGT Lee Todachenee, a Tiger 
medic, and SPC Richard 
Trevethick, a combat engineer 
were killed in April.  To date, 
we have suffered more than 30 
wounded as well, to include 
SSG Ryan Allman who is with 
you today.  SSG Allman repre-
sents the best of the Steel Ti-
gers, a scout and warrior whose 
first concern is always his sol-
diers and taking care of busi-
ness.  Please pat him and the 
Rear D folks there on the back 
for me.  Without them, we 
could not make this happen.   
 
 
I will close by simply saying that I have promised my soldiers a 10-year regi-
mental reunion in Las Vegas, and ask that the membership committee consider 
a request for the 77th Regimental reunion in 2014.  God Bless you all.  
 
Blood on the Axe! 
LTC David S Hubner Sr. 
 

KEEPING WATCH — U.S. Army Sgt. Ryan Allman 
with the 1st Infantry Division, Logistics Support 
Area, Anaconda, Iraq, scans the area while con-
ducting a patrol on April, 26, 2004. The area is be-
ing cleared of threats so the Tactical Air Control 
Party can call in an air strike. U.S. Army photo by 
Staff Sgt. Aaron Allmon II  



MINUTES OF STEEL TIGER BUSINESS MEETING 
HELD JULY 17, 2004 AT LOUISVILLE KENTUCKY: 
 
President, Tim O'Neill, opened the meeting with an invocation given by chaplain Jim Spiller, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Reading of the minutes from the last meeting was dispensed with since there were no open 
items.  Approved by show of hands. 
 
Treasurer's Report:  Chuck Winslow reported on our finances since the last reunion. 
Beginning Balance was $10,887.31 + 2003/04 Dues of $2,800 + 2003/04 Reunion Income of 
$8,822 + Donation of $500 + Merchandise Sales of $635 for a Total of $23,344.31. 
Fund use consisted of the following: Merchandise 14.60% + Newsletter 2.01% + 2003/04 re-
union expense 64.98% + Web Site 15.52%, for a Total of $16,492.80.  Our current balance is 
$6,851. 
 
Jim Stafford and Chuck Winslow discussed some of reasons that some of the activities went 
over budget.  Primary reason was that the number of late, walk-in registrations didn't happen 
as in previous years.  Extra reservations for some of the events were purchased to cover those 
that registered late; the numbers didn't follow earlier trends. 
 
The treasurer's report was approved pending audit.  Bob Elrod, a CPA, volunteered to do the 
audit.  Audit will be done at the end of the calendar year via e-mail 
 
 
New Business: 
 
Membership and attendance at the reunion were discussed.  Attendance this year was down 
from last year.  Some of the reasons discussed were the frequency of them.  Some felt that the 
reunions should occur every other year.  It was also suggested that all members not attending 
the reunion should be contacted. 
 
There was some discussion on how to attract membership from the active 1/77th.  It was gen-
erally thought that by offering them services and information that in later years the men 
would join. 
 
The active 1/77th is having a reunion in 2014, at Las Vegas; we all want to be a part of that. It 
is very important to stay in contact with the unit. 
 
Pete Occhialini noted that he had sent some of his remembrances of Vietnam to our Histo-
rian, Bob Rushforth, for inclusion into the unit history.  He suggested that we all do the same. 

6 



Election of Officers: 
 
The following officers were elected to serve until the next reunion: 
 
President…Tom Miller, Vice President…Mike O'Bryen, Secretary…Chuck Winslow, 
Treasurer…Bob Basner, Chaplain…Jim Spiller, Historian…Bob Rushforth, Member-
ship…Walt Evans, Judge Advocate…Hap Trainor. 
 
In addition to our previous presidents; Jerry Brown and Tim O'Neill, the following men 
were elected to the Executive Board: Bruce Goldsmith, Gerry Dubois, Joe Offutt, Jim Staf-
ford, Don Brown and Ed Stewart. 
 
Next Reunion:  A motion was made and passed to have the next reunion in 2006.  The sec-
retary was charged with getting the constitution wording in line with this decision as soon 
as possible and present it to the Executive Board.  Our new VP is charged with the responsi-
bility to select a reunion date and location and present it to the Board. 
 
Jerry Brown reported on Col. Pickarts' condition and suggested that we appoint a back up 
for him when representation at events calling for the Col of the Regiment is required.  Tom 
Miller said that the Col of the Regiment is a DA procedure and that a replacement might not 
be authorized.  Both Jerry and Tom will research this for the membership. 
 
It was moved and passed that we provide a wreath at the Vietnam Memorial Wall for both 
Memorial Day and Veteran's Day.  Motion was passed. 
 
Walt Evans said that his membership list is missing a lot of the bio items for the members 
such as unit, job, etc.  He will send out the note requesting the info from each member. 
 
Pete Occhialini asked that each of us make some sort of arrangements to notify the Associa-
tion when we pass on so that the group will know. 
 
  
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
   
 s/Charles H. Winslow 
Secretary 
September 6, 2004 
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to reminisce about those who live only in 
memory.   
 
Even months after the 2004 reunion, my 
parents and I still find ourselves trying to 
explain and understand why the reunion is 
such a wonderful experience.  There is a 
poem by Emily Dickinson that reads in 
part, “We can find no scar, But internal 
difference, Where the meanings are.”  This 
is what I found among the men of the 
1/77th; time has healed their scars but they 
are somehow different, set apart.  They 
have shared events both painful and won-
derful that I can never truly be privy to, but 
in knowing them and in hearing their sto-
ries, my life is richer. 
 
The men of the 1/77th fought together, shed 
blood together, mourned together, laughed 
together, and are now healing their last 
remaining wounds together.  They are a 
band of brothers.  And I am grateful to be 
part of the family for one very special week 
each year.  
 

Nicole Dubois  

(A Family’s Reunion Anxiety: Continued from page 4) 
 

Half the guys had family members along.  
The fuzzy memories became another bond 
we shared and the source of more than a 
few smiles. 
 
Before I arrived that first day, I was worried 
this was going to be a bunch of crazies, hud-
dled around endlessly telling macho war 
stories.  There’s always a little bit of the war 
stories going around, but that’s not what this 
is about.  It’s about reconnecting with peo-
ple.  It’s about reconstructing the memories 
that you choose to.  “Where did so-and-so 
go after he left our unit?”  “What was the 
name of the guy who stole the plywood 
from the Marines?”  “Did what’s-his-name 
end up marrying that gal from Ohio?”  The 
group is too large for the whole big group to 
all sit and talk, so it tends to break up into 
smaller groups who have something in com-
mon. 
 
After a day or two, I warmed up and got 
more comfortable.  Five or six of us were 
sitting at a table in the bar.  I noticed a guy 
at the bar talking with another vet.  He was 

wearing a vest with all sorts of Vietnam and 
Army stuff sewn on it.  The guy he was 
talking to left and he got a far away look in 
his face.  He sat there alone at the bar and 
drank for another 15 or 20 minutes.  I got up 
and asked him when he was with 1/77.  He 
said he wasn’t, but he did a tour in Vietnam.  
Something he said or something in the way 
he looked told me he felt very alone watch-
ing all the 1/77 guys enjoying the evening.  
I shook his hand and said, “Welcome home, 
brother.  Please join us.”  He did.  We had a 
nice talk. 
 
We are all brothers.  Not because we knew 
each other incredibly well.  In most cases 
we didn’t.  We are all brothers because we 
shared an incredible experience.  These re-
unions are an experience worth sharing.  A 
small group of people put in a tremendous 
amount of thought and work to make them 
enjoyable for all. 
 
Robert A. Elrod 
Forward Observer Team 5/4 Artillery 
A Company, 1/77 Armor 
July 1968 – February 1969 
 
Editor's Note: Bob also attended the 2004 Reunion 

(A Vet’s Reunion Anxiety: Continued from page 1) 
 

If there is a red dot next to your address, it is time to renew 
your 2005 77th Armor Association membership.  Please use 
the form on the left or renew online at www.steeltigers.org. 


